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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-10 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tamir et al. (US Pat No 5,923,365). 

In regard to claim 1 , the claimed limitation of "an input unit inputting segmentation 
information indicating a time slice for each piece of picture data continuous time series 
about subject, and retrieval data indicating an attribute of the subject corresponding 
each piece of picture data assigned to each time slice" is met by Figure 1, Items 72, 80 
and 30 (See Col 7, Lines 48-53). The claimed limitation of "a storage segmenting the 
continuous picture data according the segmentation information, associating each piece 
of picture data obtained by segmenting data with corresponding retrieval data, and 
storing associated data" is met by Figure 1, Item 40 (See Col 6, Lines 54-58). The 
claimed limitation of "an output unit, when any retrieval data is selected as retrieval 
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condition from among the retrieval data inputted by the input unit, extracting picture data 
corresponding to the selected retrieval data from the storage unit and displaying the 
extracted picture data" is met by Figure 1, Item 70, 30 and 50 (See Col 8, Lines 5-10; 
Col 1 3, 31 -41 ). The claimed limitation of "wherein the subject is a player of a ball game 
being performed and all the segmentation information is inputted by a user" is met by 
Figure 1, Items 72, 80 and 30 and Figure 2. 

In regard to claims 2-3, Tamir discloses the claimed limitation of "retrieval data 
contains information about a delivery of a ball" and "retrieval data contains information 
about a course of a ball" (See Col 8, Lines 5-10; Col 8, Lines 56-59; Col 10, Lines 28- 
40). 

In regard to claims 5 and 6, Tamir discloses the claimed limitation of "said 
segmentation information comprises a record starting time and a record ending time 
which are absolute times" and "record starting time said record ending time are record 
starting time and a record ending time each delivery of a ball" (See Col 7, Lines 38-47; 
Col 8, Lines 5-10). 

In regard to claim 7, the claimed limitation of "an input unit inputting common 
segmentation information indicating a time slice common to plural different pieces of 
picture data continuous in time series about a subject, and retrieval data indicating an 
attribute of the subject corresponding to each piece of picture data assigned to each 
time slice" is met by Figure 1 , Items 72, 80 and 30 (See Col 7, Lines 48-53). The 
claimed limitation of "a storage unit segmenting the plural pieces of continuous picture 
data according to the common segmentation information, associating each piece of 
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picture data obtained by segmenting the data with the corresponding retrieval data, and 
storing the associated data" is met by Figure 1 , Item 40 (See Col 6, Lines 54-58). The 
claimed limitation of "an output unit, when any retrieval data is selected as retrieval 
condition from among the retrieval data inputted by the input, extracting picture data 
corresponding to the selected retrieval data from the storage unit and displaying the 
extracted picture data" is met by Figure 1, Item 70, 30 and 50 (See Col 8, Lines 5-10; 
Col 13, 31-41). The claimed limitation of "wherein the subject is a player of a ball game 
being performed and all the common segmentation information is inputted by a user" is 
met by Figure 1, Items 72, 80 and 30 and Figure 2. 

In regard to claims 9-10, Tamir discloses the claimed limitation of "retrieval data 
contains information about a delivery of a ball" and "retrieval data contains information 
about a course of a ball" (See Col 8, Lines 5-10; Col 8, Lines 56-59; Col 10, Lines 28- 
40). 

In regard to claims 12 and 13, Tamir discloses the claimed limitation of "said 
segmentation information comprises a record starting time and a record ending time 
which are absolute times" and "said subject a player of ball game being performed, and 
said record starting time said record ending time are record starting time and a record 
ending time each delivery of a ball" (See Col 7, Lines 38-47; Col 8, Lines 5-10). 

Claims 14 and 15 are met by that discussed above for claims 1 and 7. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tamir et 
al. 

In regard to claim 8, Tamir fails to disclose the claimed limitation of "said plural 
pieces of continuous picture data are different from each other and obtained by 
capturing the subject from plural directions"; however, the examiner take Official Notice 
that it is notoriously well known in the art at the time of the invention to utilize plural 
pieces of continuous picture data are different from each other and obtained by 
capturing the subject from plural directions so as to provide the viewer multidimensional 
information thereby enhancing the viewing enjoyment. Consequently, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Tamir to utilize plural pieces of 
continuous picture data are different from each other and obtained by capturing the 
subject from plural directions for the stated advantage. 

6. Claims 4 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tamir et al. in view of Katayama (US Pat No 5,769,713). 

In regard to claims 4 and 1 1 , Tamir fails to disclose that the "retrieval data 
contains information about a play state in the play of the ball game". Katayama teaches 
"retrieval data contains information about a play state in the play of the ball game" (See 
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Col 1 , Lines 49-52; Col 2, Lines 1-12) so as to allow the user to instantaneously 
understand the progress of a game. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Tamir with "retrieval data contains information about 
a play state in the play of the ball game" for the stated advantage. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



JM 

February 1 , 2006 
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